
Fonts for use with persons who 
have low vision should not have 
serifs (circled in red below).





Acceptable fonts for use in large 
print documents are:


- Verdana 
- Helvetica
- Antique Olive 
- Comic Sans (when a 

contrasting font is needed) 
- APHont 

Paragraphs are not indented. 
They are block style with double 
spacing between paragraphs.


Punctuation 
Since italics are difficult for many 
people with low vision to read, they 
are typically avoided. There are 
four options which may be used 
instead of italics:

- Put the text that would 

otherwise be italicized into 
bold print


- Underscore the text that would 
otherwise be italicized


- “Enclose in quotes” the text that 
would otherwise be italicized


- Put the text that would otherwise 
be italicized into contrasting 
colored print


The Self-Publisher’s 
Guide to Adapting 
Books for Visually 
Impaired Readers

Font Size 
A document is not actually “large 
print” unless it is in a font size 18 
points or larger. Typically, the 
smallest options are:

-18 points is used for the body of 
text,


-20 points for subheadings, and

-22 points for headings.


Print smaller than 18 points or 
larger than 12 points is known as 
“enlarged print,” and does not 
meet the requirements for large 
print.


Research-Based Guidelines 
for the Development of 
Documents in Large Print



Many persons with low vision also 
have color discrimination difficulties, 
so everything must be done to 
assure they can distinguish between 
colors. Since most persons with 
color discrimination difficulties have 
trouble distinguishing between red 
and green we recommend a palette 
that is appropriate for this group as 
well as for those who have no color 
discrimination problems.


Graphics 

Photos, illustrations, graphs, charts, 
captions, maps, sidebars, inserts, 
are often used in documents for 
audiences that include people with 
low vision. Often these items must 
be enlarged to make them visible. 
Care should be taken that enlarged 
images do not lose resolution, and 
remain as clear, colorful and 
readable as the ones available to 
sighted peers. If people who are 
sighted have access to a photo in 
full color, it is not appropriate for that 
same photo only be available in 
grayscale to a person who has a 
visual impairment and is less able to 
interpret it.


Use of Color 
The use of lead lines, or dotted lines, 
from an item in a table of contents to 
the page number is not recommended.  
Instead, every other line (or row) should 
be filled with a contrasting color:


Other Formatting Advice: 

Line spacing (the measurement 
between lines of print) is 
recommended at 1.25. Double 
spacing, then, will be 2.50.


The recommended length of lines is 
39-43 characters. This has been 
shown through research to be the 
best length to promote reading 
efficiency.


The use of columns is discouraged. 
The most difficult reading task that a 
person with low vision must do is the 
visual shift from the end of one line to 
the beginning of the next. Columns 
can double or triple the effort of this 
task, depending upon how many 
columns are used. Therefore 
columns interfere with efficiency and 
are not recommended.
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